Health care evolution. Or is it?
Should we be using evolution as our theory for understanding the radical changes overtaking medicine? Evolution is a theory for explaining changes in biological systems. The power and simplicity of evolutionary theory have made it the major scientific framework for looking at why certain animals and plants dominate ecosystems, and why one species dies out only to be replaced by another. Health care is a socio-economic system--changes occur because of scientific, economic, and political reasons. Using evolutionary jargon and examples can lead us astray. So, why do we often use evolutionary language and ideas and what is a better way of looking at the changes confronting the industry at such a rapid pace? This author finds the answer in dialectic thinking.